
XIJEN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
Bontoc, Mountain Province 

 
2006 YEAR END HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

Xijen Institute of Technology ends the year with some notable performances 
in the promotion of IT skills in Mountain Province.  
 

 Formal launching and maintenance of a website for Mountain Province 
at www.mountainprovince.net.  There may be other websites about 
Mountain Province but these sites lack updated information. 

 

 Positive feed back on our student OJT performances in the first two 
months of deployment, the second semester 2006. 

 

 Community outreach programs known as Computers to the Barrios.  
Saliok National High School, Eastern Bontoc Vocational Agricultural 
High School-Saliok, Natonin annex. Antadao National High School, 
Sagada and Immaculate Heart High School, Poblacion, Natonin are 
recipients of the program.   

 

 Doing the speaking circuit rounds- Xijenôs Training Director has been 
invited in various speaking engagements. 

 

 Use of the schoolôs e-learning site at www.xijen.com/elearning for 
teaching support.  The blended learning program enhances lesson 
delivery and makes for a creative way to teach. 

 

http://www.mountainprovince.net/
http://www.xijen.com/elearning


 Upgrade the recruitment process.  Focus recruitment of teachers with 
extensive teaching experience and those with masters.  This in effects 
encourage present teachers of Xijen to take up masters programs or 
continue to earn a college degree. 

 

 Career guidance initiatives.  Students are the best marketers of a 
schoolôs program.  In 2006, Xijen students made the rounds of schools 
and conducted career guidance programs focusing on the importance 
of technical skills.  Xijen also participated in the Mountain Province 
Craft Exposition (held on December 11 to 15 at the Provincial Plaza in 
Bontoc) to showcase the programming, computer repair and secretarial 
skills of the students. 

 

 Submitted a proposal for a regular school sponsored program dubbed 
ñTechnology Hourò to Radyo ng Bayan, a government radio station 
with signal reaching the entire Mountain Province, some parts of 
Kalinga, Benguet, Ifugao and Abra.  Proposal was approved.  Program 
will commence on January 2007. 

 

  Student website project unites residents of Bila, Bauko, Mountain 
Province from all over.  A website created by Xijen student, Jake 
Echipare located at http://www.geocities.com/jake_echipare/  has 
sparked interest among former residents of Bila, Bauko who are now 
living abroad.  The website provides a comprehensive content about 
the industries, social events, culture of Bila.   

 

 Employment of graduates in Internet cafes in Bontoc.  The opening of 
internet cafes as a result of SMARTôs Broadband wireless internet 
service has provided employment opportunities for graduates of Xijen 
Institute of Technology. 

 

 Introduction of new learning programs, seminar workshops. 
 

 Maintained student population despite the announcement of a free 
tuition for degree programs at the nearby Mountain Province State 
Polytechnic College 

 
 
 
POSTCRIPT: 
 
How time flies, Xijen ends another fruitful year ever since it pioneered IT skills 
training and development in Mountain Province in 1992.  The year was quite a 
challenge.  First, the government college offered all its degree programs for 
free, the result of a tuition sponsorship by the lone Congressman of Mountain 
Province.  On the second semester of 2006, Mountain Province State 
Polytechnic College offered the Computer Technician Course without 
undergoing program registration with TESDA.  Despite these developments, 
Xijen managed to maintain its student enrollment.  In a situation where the 
playing field is not on an even level, focusing on oneôs own strengths and 

http://www.geocities.com/jake_echipare/


improving further the weak spots is the thing to do.  But, then, there is just no 
way can a private institution level the playing field over a free course tuition 
offering.  The environment discourages private investment in quality 
education.  Nevertheless, the school remains committed in continuous 
innovation and keeping the highest standards of service under the 
circumstances.  The school remains committed to its mission and vision of 
human resource development in Mountain Province.  The Information and 
Communications Technology Industry continues to evolve and a more 
specialized skills are needed.  Moreover, the Business Processing Industry 
will continue to attract fresh graduates.  The opening of the DELL Call Center 
facility in Manila is a welcome opportunity for the schoolôs computer technician 
graduates.  DELL needs computer technicians for its technical support center.  
Xijen prepares for this eventuality by opening up a Finishing School for Call 
Center Agents early next year.  Application for the registration of the new 
course is on process.  
 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Maintained student population despite the announcement of a free 
tuition for degree programs at the nearby Mountain Province State 
Polytechnic College 

 
Enrollment for the past school year was at one hundred students.  On 
June 2006, the local college announced a free tuition for all its degree 
programs.  This was a threat to the survival of the lone private institution in 
the province.  Nevertheless, luck was still on the side of Xijen as it was 
able to maintain its student population post free tuition offering in another 
school. 
 
 

  

  

  

  



 Launching and maintenance of a website for Mountain Province at 
www.mountainprovince.net.  There may be other websites about 
Mountain Province but these sites lack updated information. 

 

The school has long maintained a provincial website through the years.  
Initially this was at www.mountainonline.cjb.net .  The previous site has 
moved this year to a more permanent hosting and re-launched as 
www.mountainprovince.net.  The site got positive responses from visitors 
especially residents of Mountain Province who are now living abroad.  It 
has also helped promote a better understanding of the Igorot culture and 
increase tourism arrivals in Mountain Province.  The site will also launch  
an e-commerce section to help sell local products and promote the web 
design, programming skills of Xijen students. 
 
One of the highlights of the website is the plight of baby Geeden from 
Monamon Norte, Bauko, Mountain Province.  Baby Geeden had lip and 
cleft palate, a condition that needed a series of operations.  Baby 
Geedenôs story was published at mountainprovince.net.  Igorots worldwide 
sent donations and with the help of doctors from Australia on a medical 
mission in Benguet, baby Geeden had a successful initial operation. 
 
 

 Ninety five percent satisfaction rate of our student on the job trainees in 
the first two months of deployment, the second semester 2006. 

http://www.mountainprovince.net/
http://www.mountainonline.cjb.net/
http://www.mountainprovince.net/


 
Xijen students through the years have maintained a high satisfaction rating 
from various government agencies, small businesses and organizations 
hosting them in their OJT.  Xijen student OJTs have earned the reputation 
of being easy to teach, operate the computers and office equipment with 
ease.  This year, Xijen went one step further with the students of 
Programming.  Innovative and functional projects have been committed to 
be completed at the end of the semester these are: 
 

1. 
Patient Registration System for the Bontoc General Hospital- 
Programming students will design a patient registration system.  This 
will reduce time in manually looking for the patientôs corresponding 
paper record.  Other relevant information about admission, room 



location, last hospital visit will also be included.  The system will later 
on expand for a more comprehensive Patient and Hospital Records 
System.  The students presented the project concept to Mountain 
Province Governor Maximo B. Dalog and Bontoc General Hospital -
Chief of Hospital Dr. Nenita Lizardo. (Photo:  Programming team of 
Xijen students). 

 
2. Student Enrollment System for Bauko Catholic High School-  Jake 

Echipare, graduating programming student has put to good use the 
computers of the Catholic school.  Aside from assisting the schoolôs 
computer teacher, Jake is designing a student enrollment and records 
system. 

 
3. Coffee Production Database System for Sagadaôs Coffee Council- 

Nadia Nawen, graduating secretarial student has designed a database 
system to help out U.S. Peace Corp. Volunteer, Stan Harada, working 
with the Sagada Coffee Council. 

 
Other OJT Highlights 

 
Computer Troubleshooting and Maintenance Saves Money for Offices: 

 

Computer technician students helped government offices save money 
through computer maintenance and troubleshooting.  Computer viruses 
cleaning, LAN troubleshooting, Computer general cleaning, printer head 
alignment, CD ROM problems, software and hardware upgrades have 
been performed by various computer technician OJTs.  Teachers will also 
monitor on a weekly basis OJT students.  Teacher visits to OJT 
assignments has a lot of advantages.  First, it encourages the students to 
perform well and so boost their confidence.  Second, it creates the 
impression among OJT hosts that teachers care about their OJT students.  


