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PESFA Grantees 
 

This school year 2004-2005, there are thirty eight (38) grantees in the Second Year.  
There are currently twenty six (26) first year grantees.  PESFA grantees are provided 
tuition subsidy of P4,500.00 a semester, book allowance of P250.00 and a monthly 
stipend of five hundred pesos (P500.00)  This program is applicable to private 
vocational-technical schools. 
 

32 New Computers Beef Up Computer Lab and Internet Center 
 
XiJEN Institute of Technology is a recipient of a 1.4 million peso loan from SB 

Corporation, a government financial institution.  The loan was used to acquire new 

computers that were installed at the computer lab and Internet Center.  The new 

computers at the lab are also networked.  A printer and scanner will also be installed 

before the start of the First Semester 2005 school year to replace the older printers.    

Meanwhile the Internet Center will also increase its bandwidth by 256 Kbps from the 

previous 128 Kbps to meet the increasing use capacity of the students.   An 

application has also been filed to PLDT for internet access.  PLDT has come up with 

two new products, called WeRoam Mobile and WeRoam Direct.  The WeRoam 



Mobile provides wireless internet access anywhere in areas of Mountain Province 

where SMART mobile phone services are available.  The access is expected to be 

placed in operations on May 2005.  Meanwhile, the school will continue its 

application for Internet speed upgrade from 128 kbps to 256 kbps with DREAMVSAT  

ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ t[5¢Φ  t[5¢Ωǎ ǎervice is welcome news as it will allow 

the staff of Xijen to provide new learning opportunities to students wherever they 

are.  Initially the service will be used by management to maintain contact and be 

appraised of developments in the school while they are out of town.  The school has 

also filed an application for WeRoam Direct (although the service is still available in 

key cities of the Philippines) that promises to provide at least 1Mbps of Internet 

access speed.  These developments indicate that the school will pursue the best 

services available for the benefit of students.  The only problem would be in the 

ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜƭŜŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ άǊŜƳƻǘŜέ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

 

Playing the role of Internet Service Provider to the Community 
 

XIJEN Institute of Technology 
has played the role of role of 
community service provider 
for Internet connection.  The 
school was able to make this 
possible by connecting offices 
within the town of Bontoc.  
The school used a simple 
procedure, connecting the 
computers via a Local Area 
Network.  The school is now 
able to provide services to 
the Department of Trade and 

Industry, Radyo ng Bayan-Bontoc, the Department of the Interior and Local 
Government, Department of Education.  One of the highlights of this service is 

enabling the Department 
of Trade and Industry to 
process Business Name 
Registrations online.  
Radyo ng Bayan uses the 
service to gather news 
and information which it 
then broadcasts to a 
larger audience.  
Weather reports 



gathered online (PAG-ASA website) have greatly improved the weather reporting 
service of the station.  Previously, the station has to get reports from PAG-ASA by 
calling long distance at PAG-!{!Ωǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ .ŀƎǳƛƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎȅstem also enables the 
offices to receive calls even if they are online.  This is considering that the offices 
connected do not need a landline to have Internet access.  The system of XiJEN has 
caught the attention of a Mabuhay Satellite company executive.  The executive, in 
his e-mail wrote to Mr. Joel Fagsao for permission to recommend the replication of 
·ƛƧŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎŜǘ-up to other provinces nationwide.  The e-mail 
regarding the matter is presented below: 
 
 

From: "Ramon Fernando" <rtfernando@mabuhaysat.com>  Add to Address Book 

To: "'joel fagsao'" <joelfagsao@yahoo.com> 

Subject: RE: I am Impressed! 

Date: Fri, 11 Feb 2005 09:56:45 +0800 

 

Hi Joel, 

 

How are you doing?  

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΚ  LΩƳ Ƨǳǎt plain lazy to search google and inq7.net.   

 

I would ike to request your permission to give your email and website to Comissioner Dondi 

Mapa of Commission on Information and Communication Technology (future Department of 

ICT as spin off from DOTC).  This commission is tasked with planning and strategizing 

broadband deployment for the whole country.  I am of the opinion that what you did in 

Bontoc is a good model for the rest of the country to follow.  It had one of the most 

important ingredients in the success of the project ς sustainability. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Mon Fernando      

Consultant 

Business Development 

Tel +63 2 887 5788 

www.mabuhaysat.com 
Mabuhay Satellite 
2F PLDT Tower 1,  
Ayala Avenue cor. Rufino 
Makati City 

 

Commentary: 

javascript:document.frmAddAddrs.submit()


The interest of a company executive of a technology corporation would be an 
opportunity for XiJEN.  This is a welcome development considering that XiJEN needs 
all the support of technology vendors and related companies for possible network 
and coordination activities in the future.  The publicity generated by XiJEN as a result 
ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άƭƛǘǘƭŜέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƴŘƻŎƪǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
online story that a lot of people took interest in.  The story of XiJEN as featured on 
the online version of the Philippine Daily Inquirer follows next.  Below is the 
company profile of Mabuhaysat. 

 

 

  

Company Profile 

MABUHAY! 

 
Operating since 1998, Mabuhay Philippines Satellite Corporation (MPSC) has successfully 
forged its way into the competitive international satellite communications arena by offering 
competitive video, IP, and telecommunications solutions for clients in Asia and North 
America.  

 
MPSC's Agila II satellite, with its already expansive Asia and transpacific coverage, is further 
complemented by the connectivity of Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company (PLDT) - 
our parent company - and by strong entrepreneurial relationships with major teleport 
operators and integrators in Asia and the USA. With these networks MPSC can provide 
interconnectivity to major fiber and satellite-based communications networks in Asia and 
the Americas.  

 
Moreover, the Agila II satellite is listed on the U.S. Federal Communications Commission's 
(FCC) Permitted Space Station List making it easier for US licensed earth stations to 
communicate with Agila II. MPSC welcomes existing and burgeoning teleport operators 
based in Hawaii to access Asia through Agila II.  

 
Agila II continues to host broadcasters, international news agencies, teleport operators, 
international channels, for their domestic and international distribution requirements.  



 
In the coming years, MPSC will continue to provide clients with reliable, efficient, and 
extensive satellite-related services for the evolving communications market. 

 

 

XiJEN is Featured on the Online Version of the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer 
 

 Ever since an interview with Philippine Daily Inquirer correspondent, Lemuel 
Oliva, kudos and opportunities to XiJEN Institute of Technology rained in from all 
sectors of society-outside of Mountain Province .   IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΥ 
 

Entrepreneur Pioneers Computer School in Mountain Province 
Erwin Lemuel Oliva 
INQ7.net  

 
Joel Fagsao, chief executive 
officer of Xijen Institute of 
Technology in Bontoc, 
Mountain Province started 
his school with two 
computers. He recalled 
borrowing money from his 
soon-to-be wife and 
renting a little space from 
his parents in 1992 to start 
up his business.   

After several years of hard 
work and frustrating 
failures, Fagsao is now 
owner of the biggest 
computer school in Bontoc. 

But when I met him in his home in Poblacion in Bontoc, he was too shy to admit that his school was 
the biggest in town. 

·ƛƧŜƴ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ·ƛ ŀƴŘ WŜƴ ŦƻǊ άWƻŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ IŜƭŜƴύ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
with short vocational courses in 1992.  His first students were office workers and college graduates 
who were mostly first timers with computers.  Fagsao recalled that at that time only one government 
office had a computer in his hometown.  In the coming years, XiJEN started offering two year 
computer course programs.  Courses like computer technician, computer programming and 
secretarial were offered as an alternative to students who wanted alternative courses.  The course 
programs have all been registered with the registered with Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA). 

 άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ-man job. Nobody in this town was interested to set up something like 
ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ .ƻƴǘƻŎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦέ  Lƴ Ƴȅ ǘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŘŜƴcy for people 
ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǿƴ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΣέ CŀƎǎŀƻ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ  IŜ 
also relates that at one time, the state college in his hometown would not recognize subjects taken by 



Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ-who wanted to pursue a degree in the said college.  Students from the local 
college were also not allowed to cross-ŜƴǊƻƭƭ άŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǘ ·ƛW9bΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 
like, XiJEN was a vocational school or that government colleges do not usually deal with private 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  ¦ƴŘŀǳƴǘŜŘΣ CŀƎǎŀƻ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  
One proud moment in their school was that of a secretarial student who was hired before she 
finished schooling.  The attorney was so impressed with the stǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘƛǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ 
on the spot.   

Fagsao also had frustrations when it comes to managing staff.  At one time, a teacher in his school left 
for a job at the local college right in the middle of the semester.  There was no substitute teacher 
available and Fagsao did not know Wordstar, a word processing application, popular at that time.  He 
taught the subject anyway by self-study and making sure he was at least two chapters ahead of the 
students.  The students never noticed but Fagsao had to wake up at 4 A.M. to study. 

¢ƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ¢9{5!Σ CŀƎǎŀƻ ǎŀƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜ ƛǎ сΣрлл ǇŜǎƻǎ ŀ 
ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΦ  IŜ ǎŀȅǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ рл҈ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōƛƎ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ   

After setting up a school, Fagsao moved to the idea of inviting an Internet service provider (ISP) to set 
up shop in Bontoc.  At first, Fagsao had to dial long distance to a number in Baguio City to enable 
Internet access.  It was a costly project but at least it provided service even to locals and tourists who 
needed to check on their e-mails.  Fagsao had to endure accusations that he was taking advantage of 
his being the first to offer the service.  But the cost of a minutes call to Baguio at that time was five 
pesos per minute. The Internet access fee was being offered at P6.00 per minute with the Baguio 
based Internet Service Provider charging him at .75 a minute.  Then a local Telco offered the service 
but conked out within a year because of technical problems.  This prompted Fagsao to write to 
companies such as Infocom, Q-Telecel to service Bontoc complete with project proposals/feasibility 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  IŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛǘΦ   

So Fagsao decided to put an Internet service in Bontoc. In 2000, he was the first computer school in 
Bontoc to put at satellite Internet service. He cut through his limitations in technical knowledge of 
setting up an ISP by linking offices through a local area network.  An NGO called Dot.PH gave him the 
idea and thus the school started to link government offices such as the Department of Trade and 
Industry, Department of Education and some households.  He observed that since buildings were at 
close proximity with each other, a LAN would be fine in sharing Internet connection.  Fagsao claims 
that he does not earn from sharing his connection to the Internet but at least he gets to spread the 
high cost of Internet access through a satellite link.   

Xijen pays about 12,000 pesos a month to maintain its satellite Internet serviŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ǊŜŀƳΩǎ 
satellite network. 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊƛƻǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ {ƻ ƴŀǳƴŀ Ǉŀ ƪŀƳƛ ǎŀ ώ²Ŝ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀƘŜŀŘϐ ƻŦ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ t/ǎ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ CŀƎǎŀƻΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
commerce and accounting degree from Saint Louis University in Baguio City. 

Fagsao said Bontoc has evolved from being a farming village to a provincial capital where government 
offices were established to serve the whole of Mt. Province. 

With his ISP and computer school, Fagsao is now the prime mover of information technology in this 
town, which is also known for its majestic rice terraces and talented wood carvers. 

With the Internet and through Xijen, for instance, local businesses in Bontoc can now use the online 
business registration service of the DTI, he said. 



wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ aǘΦ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ όǿǿǿΦmountainonline.cjb.net)  so his kababayan 
(town mates) working abroad can still get a glimpse of their hometown even though they are on the 
opposite side of the planet. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴǳǊǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ǎƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ·ƛƧŜƴΣ ǿŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘŜǊ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣέ 
Fagsao said. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ WƻŜƭ CŀƎǎŀƻΣ .ƻƴǘƻŎΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
high-tech over traditional jobs such as care giving. 

End of article 

ά/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊƛƻǎέ 9ȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ 
 

 
(Set up this year, students at the PC lab  of Eastern Bontoc National Vocational and 

Agricultural High School annex at barrio Saliok, Natonin, Mountain Province) 

 

The Computer to the Barrios Program is an outreach project of XiJEN Institute of 

Technology.  The program initially started on the prodding of high school principal Evelyn 

Joyce N. Taguiba.  Taguiba convinced XiJEN to set up an outreach program at Mountain 

Province General Comprehensive High School here in Bontoc. The agreement includes a 

room provided by the school, XiJEN provides the lab set up from electricity, teacher and 

computers.  It bodes well that the teachers are graduates of XIJEN.  Being a skill specific 

course, the graduates are better equipped to handle the training program.  XiJEN however 

http://www.mountainonline.cjb.net/


has to provide teaching and presentation skills.  This experience is being mulled by XiJEN 

wherein teaching methods as a subject shall be included.  Todate, there are five (three 

public high schools and two private) high schools in the Computer to the Barrios program.  

Three partners are in the remote areas of the province. This includes Immaculate Heart High 

School in Poblacion, Natonin, Eastern Bontoc National Vocational and Agricultural High 

School annex in Saliok, Natonin.  In Bauko, Mount Data National High School extension in 

Bebe, Monamon Sur is the latest school partner.  It is noted that there are no regular rides to 

this places and most people have not yet seen a computer.  Close to 3,500 barrio kids have 

been benefited from the program. 

 

 

XiJEN provides for the computers, tables, boards, teachers, chairs and curriculum 

design.  XiJEN charges an affordable fee of two hundred fifty pesos per student per month.  

In exchange enrolled students are entitled to a minimum of five hours (5) per week or a total 

of twenty hours per month.  The program has enrolled at most three thousand five hundred 

students since its launch with a total of five (5) partner schools.  The latest addition (5th 

partner school) this year is the Eastern Bontoc National Agricultural High School (EBNAVHS) 

annex at barangay Saliok, the municipality of Natonin.  Shown in pictures below are the 

computer labs at EBNAVHS and the Mount Data National High School Annex at Bebe, 

Monamun Sur, Bauko, Mountain Province. 

 

 

EBNAVHS- Saliok Annex 
 

Saliok is one the barangays of the municipality of Natonin, Mountain Province.  The barrio is 

twelve kilometers north of Poblacion, Natonin.  It is also twelve kilometers near Poblacion, 

Paracelis.  The barrio hosts the Eastern Bontoc National Agricultural Vocational High School 

and caters to   high school age students of Barangay Maducayan, Banawel, Saliok of Natonin 

and Upper Barangay Bunot of Paracelis.  The school was set up two years ago.  Enrollment is 

at two hundred (200) students.  The barrios served depend mainly on agriculture for 

livelihood activities.   

Computer Lab- PTCA & School Undertaking 

The computer lab at Saliok was set up last December 2004.  The lab building and 

furniture were constructed by volunteer parents and the school.  The initial batch of ten 

enrollees (there are ten computers in the lab) are supported by sponsors (six) 6 students are 



sponsored by Board Member Luke Wanason of District I.  Sannguniang Bayan member Peter 

Abuac sponsored one student (1), Sannguniang Bayan member Rizaldo Banggulay (1) 

student and SB Member Mr. Lingayo and Benjamin Gayudan of the Department of Trade and 

Industry sponsored one student each.   The school had initial growth pains, most of the 

students were school drop-outs/transferees from Paracelis.  The entry of the computer lab 

however encouraged students to stay put.  This made the students feel that they were 

better off compared to Poblacion Paracelis high school because of the presence of the 

computer lab.  The school will have its first batch of fourth years next school year.  The Local 

Government of Natonin is proposing for national government support next school year.    

 

Another Partner School:  Mount Data High School- 

Monamun Sur Annex 
 

 

Sitio Bebe is located in barangay Monamon Sur, the municipality of Bauko, 

Mountain Province. Last year, 2004, the barangay council of Monamun Sur, visited 

XiJEN to make arrangements on how to partner with the Computer to the Barrios 

Program.  Sitio Bebe, Monamon Sur is a farming community.  The incidence of 

poverty is high and the residents are dependent on vegetable farming and logging 

for livelihood.  There is no regular public utility vehicles that serve the community.  

XiJEN does not discriminate on schools that express interest to participate in the 

Computer to the Barrios program.  What is important is the passion and interest of 

the PTCA and the school officials in welcoming a computer literacy program to their 

community.  Setting up the computer lab in a borrowed room of the elementary 

school for use of high school students was difficult at first.  The elementary school 

was unreachable by trucks.  XiJEN technical staff and volunteer parents have to carry 

the PCs to the elementary school.  (See photo).  Second the room had no ready 

tables, XiJEN staff had to turn bookshelves into computer tables.  The staff went to 

work for the day while parents watched and offered help as much as they could.  To 

a community with a majority population never having seen a computer, the lab set 

up has brought excitement.  Farmer-parents dropped by the classroom before 

proceeding to their vegetable plots.   

 



The Elementary school principal allowed the use of one of the rooms at the new 

school building.  On security concerns, the PTCA volunteered to keep watch on the 

computers knowing the value of the machines to their children.  On the other hand, 

high school students enrolled in the program have to walk an hour from their school 

to reach the elementary school-computer lab.  For this year there are thirty students 

enrolled in the program.  It also helps that the school has one teacher 

knowledgeable in computers who handled the teaching program.  The program 

through the PTCA was able to solicit funds from community officials and also 

overseas and local based school alumna to lend support.  Students enrolled in the 

program are also encouraged to look for odd jobs and earn for payment of their 

monthly fees.   

 

Need For More Computer Labs 
 

The Computer to the Barrios program usually lasts from a school year to as long as 

five years.  Mountain ProvinceGeneral Comprehensive High School is in need of 

more computers for an increasing enrollment.  The school is a recipient of the 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ tǳōƭƛŎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 

program with twenty computer units and from Microsoft Philippines with (10) 

computer units connected to the Internet.  Still the school (with the biggest 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ·ƛW9bΩǎ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊƛƻǎ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ·ƛW9bΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

Department of TrŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘΦ   

 

Program Partner Benefits 

The program partners are benefited with a share of from fifty to seventy 

pesos per student enrolled for the semester.  The PTCA decides on what projects the 

money will be spent on.  Other benefits include teacher training, payment of 

electricity needs of the school.  XiJEN also provides the curriculum guide for the 

computer trainer/teacher.  In other partner schools, XIJEN has provided for the 

chairs and tables. 

 



Municipal Engineers and Coop Staff Train at XIJEN 
 

In June 2004, 25 municipal engineers and other staff from various local government 

units from the municipalities of Ifugao, Abra and Mountain Province partook of a 

training in computer applications.  The training was sponsored by the Central 

Cordillera Agricultural Program (CECAP).  CECAP is supported by the European Union 

and the Philippine government.  XIJEN Institute of Technology takes pride in being 

chosen as the training center.  The training was designed to help Municipal Engineers 

maximize the use of a spreadsheets program for project estimates/computations.  In 

July 2005, 11 staff members of cooperatives assisted by CECAP trained in 

computerized accounting software.  The participants were from the municipalities of 

Barlig, Sadanga and Natonin.  The institution earned positive feedback from the 

training participants in terms of the relevance and applicability of the things learned 

in the computer literacy training programs. 

 

XIJEN Creates First Updated Website on Mountain Province:  
Mountain Province Online 
 

The school is credited for setting up a website about Mountain Province.  There are 

numerous other websites on the internet about the province but the site created by 

XiJEN is unique.  It is unique in the sense that the site gets updated regularly because 

the web administration is Bontoc based.  Created in October 2005, the visitor count 

has reached 16,000 as of April 18, 2005.  It has also been commended by Lycos, the 

company based in the United Kingdom that hosts the site for free.  Below is the 

congratulatory e-mail received from Lycos: 

To: joelfagsao@yahoo.com 

Subject: Congratulations! Your site is one of the most popular on Lycos Tripod 

From: "Lycos Tripod" <service-tripod-uk@lycos-europe.com>  Add to Address Book 

Date: Thu, 28 Oct 2004 14:04:11 +0200 (CEST) 

 

 

Dear joel fagsao,  
 
During the last 30 days, your website on Tripod 
(http://members.lycos.co.uk/joelfagsao) or www.mountainonline.cjb.net   achieved 
1875 pages impressions.  This makes your site one of the most popular of the Tripod 
community in United Kingdom.  
 

javascript:document.frmAddAddrs.submit()
http://members.lycos.co.uk/joelfagsao
http://www.mountainonline.cjb.net/


If you want to increase your page impressions even more take a look at the following 
tips that have been compiled for you by the Lycos Tripod team: 
http://www.tripod.lycos.co.uk/local/popular/. 
 
We hope you find this information useful and good luck making your 
website even more popular!  
 
Best regards, 

The Lycos Tripod Team.  
http://www.tripod.lycos.co.uk 
 

The website www.mountainonline.cjb was published with the aim of providing 

developmental news and information about the Province of Mountain 

Province.  To-date there is still no official website for Mountain Province.  The 

website has been launched on October 3, 2005 and has become the favorite 

site of mountaineers who are living abroad.  It created a lot of happy 

moments for Igorots who have not come home for several years.  It brought 

people closer together and has made many an Igorot proud of the fact that at 

least Mountain Province is not left behind in terms of Information and 

Communications Technology.  The website was published to serve as a 

ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ά²Ŝō tŀƎŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ  Lǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ 

showcase in a practical sense that websites can make powerful connections to 

people scattered across the globe.  At the moment, the students of this 

subject are creating a website that chronicles best agricultural practices of the 

province of Mountain Province.  As a final output of the subject, the students 

will publish their site on the Internet using free hosting venues.  The way 

things are done at XiJEN epitomizes a learning process that integrates the use 

of technology, developing an innate quest for knowledge among students.  

Such activities boost their confidence. 

 

The website continues to elicit positive responses from visitors.  So what does 

this mean to the school?  First, it is a showcase for our students who are 

taking up lessons in Web Page Design.  Second, the school in its own little way 

serves as the communication/access point for information from Mountain 

Province.  In the very near future, the website will collaborate with Media 

G8way Corporation, publisher of PC World Philippines and other IT magazines 

in the Philippines to set up a hotel online reservation and promote tourism in 

the area at the same time.  This experience also paves the way for future e-

http://www.tripod.lycos.co.uk/local/popular/
http://www.tripod.lycos.co.uk/
http://www.mountainonline.cjb/


commerce activities among our graduates.  Below is the website home page 

of www.mountainonline.cjb.net: 

 

  

 

Welcome to Mountain Province Online-the news and information page of 
Mountain Province, Philippines 

  Updates have been made on April 11, 2005 12:00 AM  Published in Bontoc, Mountain Province through the 

facilities of XiJEN Institute of Technology.  

Thanks to www.lycos.co.uk for hosting this site for free.  18th Publication 

�Link Bar 13

 

 
Send a fax to Mountain Province and 

we deliver.  Fax to  +63 (074)606 8132 
For information, write to 
joelfagsao@yahoo.com  

 
_________________ 

This site is best viewed on 1024x768 
pixels screen setting. 

______________ 
 

If you're pop ad blocker software 
prevents the display of this site, set 
your pop ad blocker to redisplay 

what has most recently been 
blocked. 

Visit this link for exciting 

 

From all of us here..... 
 Despite many hitches in the "Lang-ay" festivities in 
Mountain Province, the foundation day celebration 
was a success.  Each municipality tried to outdo each 
other in the street dancing and presentations.  
Paracelis and Barlig delegations wowed the crowd 
with their colorful costumes and Barlig's depiction of a 
bird dance (seldom seen in cultural presentations) by 
parading with an eagle effigy made of grass was a 
crowd drawer.  Paracelis' unique colors and dance 
number was the most photographed. Tourists, mostly 
Europeans and photography enthusiasts had a field day 
snapping photos.  Lang-ay, an activity of festivities to the 
other municipalities of the province may not bode well with 
Bontocs.  Lang-ay to the Bontocs is illustrated by a Bontoc 
as that of a lazy bone who does not have an initiative to 
work for his keep but instead relies on the good or fruits of 
labor of others for his survival. Lang-ay 2005 promotes the 
festivities as a tourist attraction similar to Baguio City's 
flower festival.  Due to the limitations alloted in terms of 
web space, Barlig and Natonin delegation photos will be 
seen here initially.  Watch for more photos this week of 

NEWS 

 
Culture Rich 
Mountain Province 
Tribes in Lang-ay 
Festivities 
World Medical Relief 
Donates Medical 
Equipment 
Hospital Provides 
Immunization to 
Newborns 
Land Reform Office 
on Agri-Development 
and the Ancestral 
Domain 
 

FEATURE 

 
Abaca, Rope to 
Hope  - Read about 
Natonin's budding 
abaca fiber industry 
in My Hometown. 
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photographs of Mount Amuyao, 

Barlig, Mountain Province. 

  

  

other municipal participants.    

  Joel Fagsao     
 

  

 

Great Links! 
http://www.highlander.com.ph/yehey/  -Where the Philippines and the 
world meet.  Join, register and be part of an exciting community.  Share 
your knowledge, collaborate on projects and help make this world a better 
place to live in.  Oh, and this site is made by Manila based Jay Watan 
(from Mountain Province) 
 
http://www.galingpilipino.com  -join, become a member of this non profit 
organization that aims to bring Filipinos together in various development 
projects.  Visit the site. 

http://www.computerworld.com.ph/- be informed on the latest 
ICT/computer technology trends 

 

  

 

CAREERS 

 

EMA "MASA" 
POLOC:  Tourist 
Guide 
Extraordinaire, 
World War II 
Survivor 

Her name would ring 
a bell to tourists who 
visited Bontoc in the 
early 50's up to the 
80's.  Ema, but fondly 
called "Masa" has 
placed Bontoc in 
many a tourist's 
heart, many of whom 
became her lifetime 
friends. Her career as 
a tourist guide spans 
four decades.   In an 
interview with 
Mountainonline's 
Joel Fagsao, Ema 
recalls the glory days 
of tourism in 
Mountain Province 
and her experiences 
during World War II.  
Read full story .  

 

EDUCATIO

N 
  

Comments culled from visitors to the website 

www.mountainonline.cjb.net: 

 

 

1. ò25 Years ago, it took 3-4 weeks to contact with Bontocó- Masa Osaki (Japan) 

11-02-2005 - 12:14 - from YahooBB219200220021.bbtec.net 

I thank you a lot for the kind talk with me through cellphone.  I am now opening your URL for 

the first time because Jeffrey Purse informed it to me. I am much impressed by many beautiful 

photos interesting news. I come to know your E-mail address within this homepage. So I am 

happy.   25 years ago, it took 3-4 weeks to contact with Bontoc people even on one way by 

post-mail. So, go-and-backcontact needed two months more through post-mail. I think the 

situation is still the same as before.  

Another method to communicate with Bontoc was telegram system. But it was full of 

unreliability. I stopped to use it more since 20years or more ago. Now cellphone is much more 

convenient, but even it is not so useful for the poor. At some places cellphone cannot work. So, 

E-mail through computer assures to stable communication. But at a mountain village, they 

http://www.highlander.com.ph/yehey/
http://www.galingpilipino.com/
http://www.computerworld.com.ph/-
file:///D:\Application%20Data\My%20Web%20Sites\mysite\careers.htm
http://www.mountainonline.cjb.net/


cannot have telephone cable.  

That is why I like to ask you kind to relay my message to Jeffrey. 

 

2. We might duplicate your system in other provinces nationwide.- Ramon 

Fernando, Mabuhay Satellite 

11-02-2005 - 03:04 - from 210.213.171.185.pldt.net 

òOur company, Mabuhay Satellite Corporation, is involved in helping the government plan and 

deploy broadband internet access down to the barangay level. Your experience and success in 

your ventures should be a model to how government may succeed in implementing broadband 

access but more importantly sustaining the viability.ò 

3. We can collaborate on back-services. ð Jay Watan 

08-02-2005 - 05:26 - from 203.76.227.227 

òHi :) glad to visit ur website again, daming improvements ha, sana one day we can collaborate 

to setup a backoffice services with weavertools.com ... i think inaramid da ti website da gamit 

ang mambo... maysa iti mambo iti popular nga CMS nga free open souce software. adda ti 

ready site ko iti PHPBB2 Forum, Invision Board, Groupware, Zencart (e-commerce), CMS, ken 

addu pay nu aramidek amin. try to visit my site too pag may time ka at 

www.highlander.co.ph/yehey or yung sa team natin sa www.e-bizsolutions.tk :) Mabuhay ka 

Manong :)ò 

 

4. We who are living abroad can get news from Mountain Province through your 

website.- Edwin Abeya CEO, Jacer Corporation, USA 

 

20-01-2005 - 23:29 - from pcp09495364pcs.nrockv01.md.comcast.net 

Joel, I congratulate you for starting this website. While we who are living abroad can get 

news from our province by going to your website, I would hope that someday, all our 

"kailians" in the Mountain Province will also have access your website. Again, my 

congratulations.  

 

Edwin B. Abeya 

CEO 

JACER Corporation 

2800 Shirlington Road, Suite 805 

Arlington, VA 22206 

Tel: 703-931-8707 

Fax: 703-931-0025 

www.jacer.com 

 

5. òI miss Mountain Province.ó- Paul Dieter, USA 

15-01-2005 - 08:51 - from ACA15A9D.ipt.aol.com 

òWhat a delight! I was a Peace Corps Vol in Otucan in '83-85 and will always feel a bit of 

http://www.jacer.com/


Mountain Province in my soul. It's a treat to have this site to keep up to date, although I am 

saddend to read of Brent Napat-a's passing on my first visit here. My concolences to the family 

that gave me so much during my time there. 

 

I long for a chance to return and bring my family so I can share this wonderful place and it's 

special people with them.ò 

 

Peace 

 

6. Congratulations! Keep up the good work! 

Ayee, ive read the news uipdate u hav written on the web. Keep up the good works for the 

pride of Mountaineers. 

 

7. This is a great link!- Haydee Bagwan (USA) 

THIS IS A GREAT LINK FOR NEWS FROM OUR HOMETOWN BONTOC. HOW AMAZING 

THAT WE CAN ACCESS YOU FROM ANYWHERE AROUND THE GLOBE. KEEP UP THE 

GOOD WORK ! 

 

SVS ALUMNA 1957 

 

8. Across the miles- Carmen (Canada) 

Ilam Joel aduadu nan saludo ken sika for your efforts in putting up a site in the hinterlands such 

as this, it really is a breakthrough in the Information Technology-it makes people across the 

miles so near as we are just a click away - KUDOS and sapay koma ta adi ka 

sumangsanga, tuptuptupam kayet nan gaget mo.. kag kami ya nen panapasyar id ili ay 

churyaa nu bisitaen mi nan site mo. So... Carry on!!! Mountain Province is in the map because 

of you.  

 

Hi to the Philnabankers of Bontoc, Mountain Province. 

 

9.  ñBrings back the memories.ò- Bart (California, US) 

11-10-2004 - 04:23 - from HSE-MTL-ppp64396.qc.sympatico.ca 

Your website brings back a lot of memories about Bontoc. I was an annual visitor in the 60s. 

I can still visualize the Dangwa bus station (a few minutes walk from my grandparents' 

residence), the bridge leading to Mt. Polis (the guard had to call the next checkpoint to inquire 

if the road is open for outgoing traffic), the river below where we used to wash our pick-up 

truck, the provincial capitol, the Bontoc hospital, the town fiesta, etc. Clayton Bayle is one name 

I still remember. Please include me in your e-mailing list for any updates on the website. More 

power and God bless. 

 



PC Word Philippines Features Article on XiJEN-Authored 

Website: 
 

PC World-Philippines, a leading computer magazine also featured an interview-

article on the website.  The following are excerpts from the interview posed by via e-

mail which was recently published: 

 

1. What encouraged you to put up the website? 

There are websites about my home province, Mountain Province but are 

mostly created outside the province by previous visitors or town mates based in 

Manila. I thought that by coming up with a website created right here in my 

hometown, I could be in the best position to provide updates or the latest information.  

I thought that with my little knowledge of Frontpage (which I learned on my own and 

teach to students) I could reach out to Igorots abroad and let them know of 

developments in Mountain Province.   

 

2. What were the major challenges you had to face in order to put up the 

website? 

 It is a time consuming activity.  It is a one man job up to this day and I usually 

end up at 2 A.M. when I prepare for updates.  I also have to upload at night so I can 

have the whole Internet service to myself.  The operation is similar to a weekly 

newspaper outfit.  I have had problems on where to get news and information.   The 

problem was solved when I was able to convince local news writers to contribute 

stories.  I also had some rejections or I was simply ignored when I tried to write or 

approach local government agencies if they can share developmental news or 

updates on their activities.  Basically the Internet is still a very new medium in my 

province. I am sad that not everyone here in the province is able to know and read 

the contents of the site because of the low internet penetration in the area.   

  

3. What is the current number of readership for the website? 

 My visitor count as of December 29, 2004 is now 7,936 since the site came 

on board last October 3, 2004.  I have had another related site published earlier but I 

chose to publish a new one last October 2004 so it can accommodate the requests of 

site visitors.  I opted for a free web hosting service provided by lycos.co.uk, a free 

hosting service based in the United Kingdom.  Visitors thought I am an Igorot residing 

in London but I said no, I am right here in Bontoc, Mountain Province.  I am also 

thankful that when Erwin Lemuel Oliva, a reporter for Inq7.net visited and wrote my 

story (http://news.inq7.net/infotech/index.php?index=1&story_id=14469) on the 

online edition of the Philippine Daily Inquirer, the site was able to get more visitors.  

Lycos e-mailed that the site www.mountainonline.cjb.net is now one of the most 

popular among sites hosted for free. 

 

4. Who is your service provider? 

 

http://news.inq7.net/infotech/index.php?index=1&story_id=14469
http://www.mountainonline.cjb.net/


5. How interested are the people in the Mountain Province to take on or learn new 

technologies? 

 Interest and learning to use new technologies knows no geographical 

boundaries, does not discriminate on race, culture or religion.  People in my province 

especially the younger set (which I think is also true in any place in the country and 

the world as a whole) are like ducks to water when it comes to adapting to new 

technologies.  My kids can surf on the net without me teaching them how to use the 

computer or the Internet itself.  My 3 year old cannot read so he lets me type 

ñCrayolaò on Google then I can leave her from there.  I mean, given the chance to 

explore new things, kids can be a natural and they became integrated into new ways 

to learn.  My project dubbed ñComputer to the Barrios,ò ïthis is about setting up 

computer learning labs in remote barrio high schools in my province and it has 

proven that a barrio student can be as good as any urban based student when it 

comes to computers.   

 

6. What other kinds of technological developments do you expect to achieve 

this coming 2005?  I am always on the lookout for new technologies that could 

provide affordable Internet access to rural areas, technologies that can be adapted to 

even the most remote parts of my province.  For the moment, VSAT or Internet 

access via satellite is the only option for areas that have no phone lines.  I am also 

monitoring developments in wireless gizmos that can share Internet access to as far 

as 16 kilometers or more.  I also hope to convince OFWs to invest in mini ISPs in 

their hometowns.  I did get a query on how I was able to set up a mini ISP.  I also 

continue to encourage the youth to lay their cards on I.T. There is so much talent 

here-among the youth and also the rest of the rural areas of the country.  They just 

need the proper guidance and motivation and of course support from the government 

and private sector.   

 

 

7. Do you think the government is taking an active role in making Internet 

technology available to more rural areas?  The role is being played more by 

the private sector.  The government should come up with incentives to local 

players or entrepreneurs who are willing to invest in enabling internet access 

in the rural areas.  The government can also grant incentives to big ISPs who 

provide services to rural areas.  I wonder what happened to a proposed bill on 

the Senate (http://www.itmatters.com.ph/news/news_07092001d.html ) that 

requires ISPs to provide Internet service to at least one province prior to the 

grant of a license to operate?  To us in the province, Internet access levels 

the playing field when it comes to information access.   

 

The article as featured on the online version and magazine publication of PC 

World Philippines: 

 

 

http://www.itmatters.com.ph/news/news_07092001d.html


Mt. Province folk now benefiting from Internet  

by Melissa V. Patricio  ;  

CW Reporter  

Issue D ate: January 10, 2005  

 

E-mail Article  Print Article  Send FeedBack 
 

PEOPLE who have the notion that uplanders from the Mountain Province 

are stuck with th e most primitive technology will have to think twice now, 

thanks mainly to Joel Fagsao, founder and president of computer school 

XiJEN Institute of Technology in Bontoc, who has proven that even native 

mountaineers like him can take advantage of the benefi ts that the 

Internet provides.  

 

By putting up a Web site he appropriately named Mountain Province 

Online (www.mountainonline.cjb.net), Fagsao realized that he could 

provide his provincemates living abroad and readers all over the world 

with the latest new s, developments and information happening in Mt. 

Province, particularly among the native Igorots.  

 

Coming out once a week, the Mt. Province news page has already 

attracted more than 8,000 visitors since it was put up last October.  

 

In operating Mountain Province Online, Fagsao opted to use a United 

Kingdom - based hosting service provided by Lycos.co.uk, which recently 

acknowledged that the Website has become one of the most popular sites 

it hosts for free.  

The majority of online readers consist of people who come from the Mt. 

Province and other parts of the Cordilleras who have permanently settled 

in the US, Australia and Canada.  

 

NO EASY TASK  

 

Although the Website has significantly expanded its reach, particularly in 

terms of readership, maintaining it was never an easy task.  

 

ñItôs a very time-consuming activity considering that itôs a one-man job up 

to this day,ò Fagsao told Computerworld Philippines. ñI usually stay up 

until 2 a.m. whenever I prepare updates since I have to start uploading at 

night t o have the whole Internet service to myself.ò  

 

He admitted that he initially had trouble finding valuable news and 

information weekly until he convinced local news writers to contribute 

mailto:melissa@computerworld.com.ph
http://www.itnetcentral.com/computerworld/article.asp?id=14191&leveli=0&info=Computerworld#1
http://www.itnetcentral.com/print.asp?id=14191&icontent=17595&currentpage=1&lastpage=1
http://www.itnetcentral.com/computerworld/article.asp?id=14191&leveli=0&info=Computerworld#1


stories.  

 

ñIôve also had my share of rejections when I tried to approach local 

agencies and get them to provide developmental news or updates 

regarding their ongoing activities,ò lamented Fagsao, who is currently on 

the lookout for even newer technologies that can provide affordable 

Internet access to rural areas since pen etration is still very low in the Mt. 

Province.    At present, Internet access via satellite is the only option for 

areas that have no telephone lines.  

 

ñIôm also monitoring developments in wireless gizmos that can share 

Internet access to points as far a part as 16 kilometers,ò he said. 

ñHopefully, we will be able to take on this technology soon.ò  

 

Since most of his readers are based abroad, Fagsao hopes to convince 

overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) to invest in and put up mini ISPs 

(Internet service provi ders) in their hometowns.  

 

He observed that it is mainly the private sector that continues to provide 

Internet access to the rural areas. ñI encourage the government to come 

up with incentives for local players, entrepreneurs and big ISPs who are 

willing to invest time, money and effort to provide Internet access in rural 

areas,ò Fagsao said. 

 

 

Web Page Design Course Opens A World of Possibilities for 

Mountaineers: 

 

Access to the Internet has opened up a multitude of opportunities for the 

mountaineer or the Igorot.  Long considered hopeless in terms of access to 

communications and information technology, things have changed for the better.  

The availability of internet access at XiJEN Institute of Technology enables students 

to explore the other side of the Internet, that of publishing information on the World 

Wide Web.  The current project of students enrolled in Web Page Design is on ñBest 

Farming Practices in Mountain Provinceò.  The subject has enabled the students to 

learn how to conduct research to provide a rich web content aside from learning the 

intricacies of web page design. 

 

Use of Digital Camera: 

To create an added impact in the projects of the students, students are lent the 

schoolôs digital camera.  The students would document their researches as they 

come back to the classroom, upload and edit their digital photos and complete their 

projects with pictures.  The school does not compromise on the quality of teaching 



and makes the best effort to obtain equipments to support the classroom learning 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminar Workshops Enhance the Learning 

Process 
 

Faculty and Administration 

1. SWOT Analysis, Direction Setting and Strategic Planning 

The seminar was conducted at the Bontoc Market Conference Hall on 

February 27, 2005.  The participants included the administration and staff.  

The objectives of the seminar were the following: 

a) Review of the Vision and Mission of the Institute 

b) Analysis on Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats to the 

Institute  

c) Strategic planning 

 

The direction setting and strategic planning/SWOT enabled both the teachers and 

administration to find solutions to strengthen the weaknesses of the school.  In a 

collaborative effort, changes will be made in matters of curriculum content, 

management, teaching strategies to provide better services to the students.  

Changes will be implemented the coming school year 2005-2006. 

 

 

 

 

Community Service (NSTP), Personality Development, 

Job Hunting Tips and Bayanihan Linux Highlight Student 

Seminar-Workshop 

 
NSTP Provides a New Learning Experience: 

This yearôs NSTP has provided opportunities for learning among first year students.  

The first semester started with a workshop entitled:  Seven Habits of Highly Effective 

Teens.  This is a an offshoot from the popular seminar-workshop of Stephen Coveyôs 

Seven Habits of Highly Effective People.  The seminar provided insights on living as 

a teen and how to achieve oneôs goals in life.  It was a way to self-discovery among 

the participants who never had the chance to feel the benefits of counseling.  It was a 



new and positive approach to counseling in a way that allowed the students to chart 

their own destinies through the guidance of the ñSeven Habits.ò 

 

The seminar workshop was taken from the book ñ7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens-

The Ultimate Teenage Success Guideò authored by Sean Covey.  The seven habits 

espouses the following: 

 

1. Habit 1- Be Proactive 

2. Habit 2- Begin with the End in Mind 

3. Habit 3- Put First Things First 

4. Habit 4- Think Win-Win 

5. Habit 5- Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood 

6. Habit 6- Synergize 

7. Habit 7- Sharpe the Saw 

In the workshop it was worth noting that a lot of students had fears of the unknown.  

Some admitted that they really had no directions in life.  The seminar-workshop was 

an eye-opener to setting oneôs goals and fulfilling dreams.  In the post workshop 

comments, one student said, the seminar is better compared to us than ñsermonsò 

from adults.  ñIn the workshop it allows us to discover our weaknesses and strengths 

and challenges us to improve our lot in life.ò  Photo:  The seminar-workshop on 

ñSeven Habits of Highly Effective Teensò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Service 
The NSTP program went a step further by letting the students serve in their own 

hometowns or barangays.  To complete the NSTP requirements, the students were 

given the option to provide community service in Bontoc or in their barangays.  Each 

student was also required to come up with a narrative report on the services 

rendered and authenticated by barangay officials in the area. 

 

The last week of February 2005 was the conduct of a seminar workshop for Second 

Year graduating students.  The workshop included the following topics: 


